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First Parish Church

A Duxbury Landmark
By EFFIE B. LBWI9

Qne of Duxbury's "best known landmarks is the stately
First Parish Church which fronts on Tremunt Street at the
end of Depot Street. This building, which is 110 ycara old,
Ik the second to occupy this site. ;

It is of interest that the congregation of this church w
continuous with that gathered by Elder William Brewater in
1632. when he was authorized to hold religious services and
established "on the other side.of the bay (in Duxberne) the
first pariah to grow out of the Plymouth Church.
This was for the" convenience of the great ships then beir* launched

BtrttaarJs jam;'* ss & JS«HSf.K,
mniith for the Sunday worship. I obstructing supports.

- .Under the able leadership of Kldcr.J The single span oT the celling is:
TtrcwsU-r. this Fir«t Parish flourished | strengthened by large oak beams held
and soon erected a Meeting House I m _)lce jn much the same way as the
near-the present Standish Hurying hufj o{ m ,hlb. except that it it built
Ground. *fliis was thr first actual
church building in New Kngland. for
the Plymouth congregation still met

in the old fort.
Since this Duxbury church wa« the

orT-hhool of ihc Plymouth Congrega

tion professing. the same btlicls as
affirmed by the KrM Pilgrims, mid
organized in keeping with the terms
of the Mayflower Compact based on
the tenets of personal freedom, their
historical background is identical with
that of the Plymouth Colony. Their
church is "Ihns'qnalifiejr to he one of
the historic and religious shrines of
our country.

A second building wa» riveted near
the original site when the growth of
the congregation required more ade
quate housing. This building was also
outgrown in time, and in 1787 another
larger one was creeled close to the
site of the preset Parish Church.
This was the period ol y,< ncral growth
and prosperity for Dnxhury. so that

. by. 1841 it- again . became necesnary
to enlarge, the Meeting House and
hence the present church was e/eejed.
This, therefore, is the fourth Mwting
House of ,the First*Parish of Dux-

upside down. In a heavy wind there
Is the aame creak and groan of tim
ber as one hears aboard ship during

storms.

Over the ftoul doors i? located n
round window' which w<i% tie-
to rcxrinblf the globe of

NMtJealMoar

The plans for this, structure "were
inspired by the deaigna upon which

tiKiird to reirnihlr the glbr o
iartli, hIiowiiik the mendiaus,' and
thii> carrying on Uir traditions ol a
seafaring and ship building I»<-<>»'W
Through the long year* \lnce il«

lutilding. it is «aid lU»t -hiV« "> *VA
look their brariniu 1rout the chuicli

spitr.

Tin- bellyokt- and hammer in the
iliutch veslihule were taken from the
third edifice. The huge dork below
Ihe Choir I.ofI at the tear of the
church was donated by Etta Weston
2nd, commonly known su> "King
Caesar." The mahogany pulpit was
made by Scth Peterson from wood
brought buck as ballast from Hon
duras by local ships. Flanking the
pulpit arc two Urge tablets on which
are embossed in uold leaf a collection
ol Scriptural Tixts. These tablets-
were the gift otlGcrthom Bradford.

Many member* of the congrega
tion" hjrve lieeir'Tonfngedi"' by the

.■tnuge assortment of these tests. A
letter recently -found by the present
Qershom Bradford among his grand*
(ttlMi' mmn »*n1atna th*m '

lets made, he sent a number of teata
6t wasw am atfontf, from,wnar

to chobee till mostfuitablc. For some
reasoe thia'WM not nude clear; and.
th« craftsoun eager to earn bis fee,
need 'nil* the '-random twits- sent Mm.
Ascribing them in the*t»rder In which
iehad received them, The result is
• rather unusual arrangement of Bib
lical quotations which catch the eye
of restless members of the congrega
tion on Sunday mornings.

The list of pastors who- have served
this church during these 328 years is
meniorable, and among the names of
pcw-holders of the church of 1840
arc" itianv Thai arc familiar (o Diix-
luiry — ttradford, Urlano, Peterson,
WacUworth and Weston. Kaeh year

on Ancestor!* Sundav de«reniUul-i of
the original pew-holdrr> return to

lake their places in the old family
pew* and register their respect for
the paxt and reaffirm their recogni

tion of the continuing vitality of that
early roiiKrcgation.

t'nncrrtcd efforts are ln-ing matlr

to maintain and preserve the old

building. Several years ago I he

steeple wh« rrhuilt. Recently the
l<i«w. writ- irpninlrd and new carpets

were laid in the aisles. The ground*
in front o( the church are being land-
scaprd in ki-rphiK with the colonial

chaiiirtrr of Ihc «hnr< h. and the new

hlack-lop diivcwAV ha<. not only made
(he approaches to Ilir clntrch easier,

lull has aKo added ;i lirwuty that cu-

hanres tin- charm ol thr grnunds and
thr hiiilduiK

Hut much remain* to be done, and
in order lo raise fund." to (iirthrr the
.trvcrstl maiulainiince ptojCcts includ
ing thr landscaping nf thr grounds

and thr'"l»:nnliug of the Meeting

C Ai d Fi
lg g

M- a Couuiiy Aurtion and Fair
will be lield on July 2h 'I'he Summer
I-air. which i» HMially lirlil at Ilir

Parish llou^r will move ^o the church


